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There’s a special alchemy present in any leading music group’s
synergy, and for our opening spring line-up we’ve captured that
elusive magic by bringing together four of Irish traditional
music’s finest.

Noriana Kennedy vocals/banjo
Oisín MacDiarmada fiddle
Mirella Murray accordion
Donogh Hennessy guitar

Our 2023 Spring season kicks off with a powerhouse of
performers who have been involved in some of the country’s most
well known ensembles: Noriana Kennedy of The Whileaways and
Solas, Cherish the Ladies’ Mirella Murray, Donogh Hennessy—
one of Lúnasa’s founding members—and Téada’s Oisín Mac
Diarmada. Their combined accolades as soloists and group
members are impressive: an Emmy Award, multiple Grammy and
RTÉ Radio 1 Folk Award nominations and the All-Ireland fiddle
award, to name a few. But what will grab audiences most is the
way these four artists bring a thrilling combination of
instrumental and vocal prowess to stages throughout this tour
with their sublime songs, energetic tunes and captivating
arrangements. A unique musical mélange which distils the
essence of their success, and one not to be missed!



If two’s company, surely three’s even better. The unique
sound of the string trio is one that not many composers
explore and exploit, but music for this combination from
the Classical period to the present-day will bring the
sonorous delights of this debut ensemble to audiences next
March.

Maxim Rysanov viola
Nikita Boriso-Glebsky violin
Dóra Kokas cello

Grammy-nominated violist Maxim Rysanov, multi-award-
winning violinist Nikita Boriso-Glebsky, and rising star
cellist Dóra Kokas perform together as a trio for the very first
time, and these three superb musicians will tour Ireland
showcasing the elegance and exuberance of Mozart’s only
string trio and the equally glorious Trio in G major by
Beethoven, alongside inspiring works by contemporary
composers. Led by the vibrant Ukrainian-British Rysanov,
this expressive threesome showcases the lush interplay of
sound and phrasing between these violin family siblings.
One of the ties that bind the members of this bowed-string
troika is a love of new music, and it comes as no surprise that
the recital includes a thought-provoking work by Bulgarian
composer Dobrinka Tabakova which highlights the
extraordinary unity of sound created by the string trio. A new
Music Network commission by Irish composer Ed Bennett
caps this scintillating programme of works.



The enduring appeal of high brasswinds combined with voice
goes back several centuries, to the days when trebles and
tenors of the Venetian cori spezzatti sang alternatim against
cornetts and sackbuts high from the balconies of St. Mark’s in
Venice.

Claudia Boyle soprano
Niall O’Sullivan trumpet
Conor Linehan piano

April’s tour showcases the lasting appeal of this pairing through
the combined talents of a trio made up of some of the country’s
most sought-after artists.
Leading this line-up is soprano Claudia Boyle, a national
treasure whose stellar international career has taken her to the
four corners of the globe in collaboration with the likes of
Riccardo Muti, Paavo Järvi and Kent Nagano. Equally at home
on opera and concert stages—or even in front of a film camera—
Boyle’s crystalline voice intertwines with the world-class
musicianship of Irish trumpet virtuoso Niall O’Sullivan in an
eclectic programme that includes Mozart, Handel and Haydn
alongside Donizetti, Kurt Weill and Piazzolla.
Weaving together the clarion call of these two trebles is the
renowned pianist Conor Linehan, whose impressive pedigree
completes this trio of consummate artists to enthral and
enchant audiences everywhere.



Three musicians, multiple traditions and an abundance of
talent would be one way to describe the specially curated
powerhouse ensemble of Knowles, Tsumbu and Vallely.

Liz Knowles fiddle/hardanger fiddle
Niwel Tsumbu guitar/vocals
Niall Vallely concertina

Genre-bending and label-defying would be another, and this
trio will immerse listeners in the striking melodies, beautiful
harmonies, and deep rhythmic grooves that result from their
collaborative onstage joie de vivre. Bringing together stellar
hardingfele and fiddle player Liz Knowles from Kentucky,
masterfully elegant Congolese guitarist-vocalist Niwel Tsumbu,
and Irish concertina master and prolific composer Niall Vallely,
you can hear the cross-cultural counterpoint that results from
their uniquely expressive musicmaking underpinned by the
common ground of their shared artistic vision. With a group as
musically well-travelled as this, the satisfaction of hearing each
performer’s individual contribution is multiplied several times
over by their vibrant synchronicity and is sure to get toes
tapping and hearts singing!



Music Network closes its Spring 2023 season with a bass and
piano duo, a jazz combination that is refreshing in its
simplicity.

Linda May Han Oh bass
Fabian Almazan piano

The lingering days of midsummer will be the perfect time to
delight in the music of two leading jazz artists of our time:
Malaysian-Australian bassist Linda May Han Oh and pianist
Fabian Almazan.
These two hugely accomplished performers, improvisers and
composers visit Ireland this year with over a decade of
stunning musical collaborations, and their concerts will
highlight mostly original works that express virtuosity and
imagination in generous measure.
Almazan draws profound inspiration from his Cuban
heritage, its natural environment, and his musical training in
jazz and classical idioms—by bringing this together with Oh’s
prodigiously gifted bass-playing and compositional talent,
the result is a recipe for awe-inspiring musical brilliance.
Displaying musical sensitivity and audacity in perfect
proportion, these two players deliver an impeccably paired
and unforgettable musical experience this June.



Music Network opens its Autumn 2023 Season with the world
premiere of 'Oscailt', a new commission by Jennifer Walshe
performed in collaboration with Elizabeth Hilliard, Nick Roth
and Panos Ghikas.

Jennifer Walshe composer and vocalist
Elizabeth Hilliard soprano
Nick Roth saxophone
Panos Ghikas viola/electronics

Open your mind and see the world through the eyes of our
digital natives. An extraordinary multi-media show by the
amazing force of nature that is vocalist, improviser and
composer Jennifer Walshe. Imagine a place where a phone tower
is planted next to a holy well, where Facebook employees at the
Clonee data centre tend beehives in a nod to medieval monks,
and where the hexagonal shapes of the basalt columns at the
Giant’s Causeway are echoed in the solar cells of the James Webb
Telescope peering into deepest space as the Leviathan once did.
No need to imagine it, we are living it.

Developed by Walshe and her ensemble with the help of
secondary school students from across the country, this new
performance will draw on their experience of growing up in a
world mediated by technology. They will explore and create
sounds using instrumental, vocal and computer improvisation
techniques which will be incorporated into the performance and
the students will join Walshe and her ensemble on stage to
perform some of their co-created material.
Together they will take us on a musical journey that reflects on
our technological past while inspiring us to dream of the futures
they would like to construct.



Led by a trailblazing young pianist and composer the Sultan
Stevenson Trio is taking the UK jazz scene by storm. Add
legendary saxophonist and Mercury Music Prize winner
Denys Baptiste and you are in for a real musical treat this
October.
Sultan Stevenson piano

Jacob Gryn bass
Joel Waters drums

Denys Baptiste tenor saxophone
Stevenson has emerged as a musical force to be reckoned with,
and his trio are hotly tipped for international success
following the release of his incredible debut Faithful One
earlier this year.

This tour brings together four of the very best emerging and
established UK jazz artists. Expect sublime and delicate
playing alongside exhilaratingly high-energy musical
exchanges from this exciting ensemble.



Join us for an exquisite programme of early music from a
stunning international line up.

Anna Dennis soprano
Jonas Nordberg lute
Liam Byrne viola da gamba

Travel from the musical landscapes of the Jacobean
English drawing room to the sumptuous salons of Venice.
Where music, poetry and song intertwine and the warm
tones of lute and viola da gamba blend with the
enchanting sound of the soprano voice.

The internationally renowned trio of Anna Dennis
(soprano), Jonas Nordberg (lute) and Liam Byrne (viola da
gamba) perform together for the first time in Ireland to
present a truly intimate and captivating musical
experience.

Join us for an exquisite programme of early music
including works by Dowland, Monteverdi, Purcell and a
new Music Network commission by Irish composer David
Coonan.


