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The Carnegie Musician-in-Residence 2025 

Guidelines for Applicants 

 

Closing Date for Applications:  

Thursday 15th May 2025 by 2pm 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

The Carnegie Library, Swords 
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The Carnegie Musician-in-Residence 2025 Award is supported by Fingal County Council Arts 

Office and managed by Music Network.  

 

Professional musicians with a minimum of 2 years performance experience in professional 

environments are invited to apply for a residency opportunity in 2025. We welcome applications 

from individuals and groups.  

 

The aim of the Musician-in-Residence Award is to provide an opportunity to develop and 

showcase new work. New work may be compositional and/or performance focused i.e. to 

create new material and/or to develop a new artistic collaboration.  

 

Please read all of the information below carefully before you make your application. 

 

Who can apply? 

Professional musicians working in all genres with a minimum of 2 years performance experience 

in professional environments can apply. This includes applications from: 

● individuals  

● existing groups  

● new collaborations 

 

N.B.  in order to be eligible to apply for a residency, individual applicants or all members of any 

existing group/new collaboration must either live, work, be originally from or have studied a 

relevant discipline in Fingal County. All applicants must be aged 18 and over. Participants 

involved in any workshop activities must also be aged 18 and over. 
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Additional Information:  

● where an application is being made on behalf of an existing group/new collaboration, one 

musician agrees to be the main applicant. This individual will communicate with Fingal Arts 

Office and Music Network regarding all project details and accept payments on behalf of 

the group/collaboration. 

● non-performing composers cannot be the main applicant. However, collaborations could 

include non-performing composers where this results in performances of new work by the 

Musician-in-Residence. 

 

Fingal Arts Office and Music Network are committed to equity and inclusion and welcome 

applications from individuals/groups within culturally diverse communities and from people 

with disabilities. We encourage musicians with access or support requirements who wish to  

submit an application to please contact Music Network by phoning 01 475 0224 or emailing our  

Operations Administrator, Ciarán Kilbride, at operations@musicnetwork.ie as early as possible 

before the deadline so that every effort to provide reasonable accommodation can be made.   

 

How to apply? 

Applicants must complete an online application form.  Applications must be submitted by 2pm 

on 15th May 20251. Please click here to access the application form.  

 

What will I be asked to submit? 

You will be asked to share information about your project idea, upload biographies for each 

artist involved, share samples of past work in addition to a project budget and a 1-minute video 

clip telling us about your proposed programme.  

 
1 N.B. late applications cannot be accepted. We can only accept one application per artist. 

 

mailto:concertadmin@musicnetwork.ie
https://musicnetwork.submittable.com/submit/3f84df9b-4d67-49e1-b359-177ae9e45afc/fingal-county-council-arts-office-musician-in-residence-2025
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What will the awarded musician/group receive? 

● An award of €6,000 (inclusive of VAT) 

● Access to a creative space in The Carnegie Library, Swords for up to 10 days between July 

and October 2025 to develop new work 

● Access to a desk in a shared space for ‘quiet work’ on additional days 

● One concert opportunity to showcase work in The Carnegie Library or other location at the 

end of the residency (date/location to be discussed and agreed) 

● Additional public facing events during the residency e.g. informal sharing of work, 

workshops etc. to be discussed and agreed between the Musician-in-Residence and Fingal 

Arts Office/ Music Network 

● One 1-hour mentoring session with Music Network’s Head of Communications and 

Marketing e.g. to cover areas such as PR, social media  

● Artistic and general advice during the residency, as required, from Music Network. 

 

 

What can the Award be used for?  

The Award may be used to cover: 

● artist fees ensuring all musicians/composers, external mentors (including the main 

applicant), are fairly paid for time spent working on the project e.g. include rehearsal, 

performance fees etc.)  

● related expenses e.g. travel, subsistence etc. 

● technical costs e.g. sound engineer, videographer, recording or PA equipment (if required). 

Please see Appendix 1 for information about The Carnegie Library, Swords. 

● Public Liability Insurance costs (for in-person activities in The Carnegie Library, Swords), 

and, if necessary, Employers Liability Insurance. Please see Appendix 2 or contact The 

Carnegie programme manager at linda@lindashevlin.com or 086 605 2571 for additional 

information. 

 

mailto:linda@lindashevlin.com


Page 5 of 13 
 

Additional: 

● The Carnegie Library is located in a residential area and noise restrictions apply. For this 

reason, The Carnegie Library is an acoustic space and it will not be feasible for loudly 

amplified music to be played here. Applicants are asked to take this into account when 

preparing their proposal. 

● Marketing and PR - Music Network and Fingal Arts Office will cover any print/online PR 

costs associated with the concert/public facing events (all costs to be discussed and 

agreed). N.B. the residency budget must include all other associated costs and details 

should be included in the proposal outline. 

● Successful applicants will be asked to complete a short report at the end of the residency. 

 

When will residency activities take place? 

Residency activities will be part-time across a 4-month period between July and October 2025. 

Scheduling of dates for all activities will be discussed and agreed between Fingal Arts Office, 

Music Network and the Musician-in-Residence. Flexibility, in terms of dates, will be essential. 

 

How will the Musician-in-Residence be selected? 

Applications will be assessed by a panel which will include one representative from both Music 

Network and Fingal Arts Office, and an external individual with musical expertise. The decision 

of the panel will be final.  

 

The following criteria will be used to assess each application: 

● Artistic quality & track record in music performance/composition (45/100) 

●  Quality of idea (30/100) 

Including artistic plans, details on collaborating musicians/composers, ideas on content of 

performance and other public facing activities e.g. community/audience engagement etc. 
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●  Feasibility of idea (15/100) 

Including approach to developing new work, working with others (where relevant), 

presenting concerts and community activities. The project budget must show that 

everyone involved is paid appropriately for their work.  

●  Previous experience of managing similar projects and budgets (10/100) 

N.B. it is important to consider all of the criteria carefully when preparing your application as 

this is a competitive process and all four will be taken into account during the assessment 

process. Lobbying, at any stage of the process, will lead to disqualification of applicants. 

 

Information Sessions: 

Online Session: An online information session will take place on Tuesday 29th April 2025 at 

11am.  Interested musicians will have an opportunity to find out more about the residency and  

what is needed for the application. There will be an opportunity to ask questions at the end of 

the session. Please click here or contact Music Network’s Operations Administrator, Ciarán 

Kilbride at operations@musicnetwork.ie, or call 01 475 0224 to book a place. A recording of the 

meeting will also be made available on Music Network's website/social media channels 

afterwards.  

 

Site visit: Musicians wishing to make a site visit to The Carnegie Library, Swords in advance of 

the submission date will be accommodated Wednesday 30th April 2025 at 2pm. Members of the 

Fingal Arts Office and Music Network will be available on the evening to answer any specific 

questions. To book a place please email linda@lindashevlin.com. Site visits cannot be 

accommodated outside of this time. 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EXXjNLBGRr2EcS2w_uxqRw
mailto:operations@musicnetwork.ie
mailto:linda@lindashevlin.com
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When will I know if my application has been successful? 

Music Network aims to inform applicants about decisions by email in June 2025.  

N.B. if none of the applications received are deemed suitable, Fingal Arts Office reserves the 

right to pursue a different selection process.  

 

How do I request feedback? 

To request feedback, please email Music Network’s Operations Administrator, Ciarán Kilbride, at 

operations@musicnetwork.ie. Feedback is available for a period of 4 weeks following 

communication of results. 

 

PR, Marketing and Publicity: 

The Musician-in-Residence will be asked to work together with Music Network and Fingal Arts 

Office to promote the residency activities and to provide PR materials, as required, including: 

● biographical material 

● high resolution colour photographs in digital format 

● links to video/audio recordings 

● social media handles 

● a summary description of your residency programme. 

 

Music Network and Fingal Arts Office will promote residency activities through their websites, e-

newsletters and social media and any print and online PR costs associated with the concert will 

also be covered – you do not need to account for these costs within your residency budget.  

 

For further information on The Carnegie Musician-in-Residence 2025, please contact: Ciarán 

Kilbride, Operations Administrator, Music Network  

Tel: 01 475 0224 / Email: operations@musicnetwork.ie 

mailto:concertadmin@musicnetwork.ie
mailto:operations@musicnetwork.ie
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Appendix 1: A guide to The Carnegie Library for musicians 

 

The main space available to musicians at The Carnegie Library is a large room with a floor size of 

approx. 95m2 and a capacity of up to 50 people for a performance. The space is located on the 

first floor of The Carnegie Library building and it is wheelchair accessible (N.B. any instruments 

or equipment brought into the space will need to be transported via the stairs as there is no 

goods/services lift). There is no music equipment available in the space so anything which may 

be required will need to be provided by the Musician-in-Residence. 

 

The Carnegie Library is located in a residential area and noise restrictions apply. For this reason, 

it is an acoustic space and it will not be feasible for very loudly amplified music to be played 

here. Applicants are asked to take this into account when preparing their proposal. 

 

There is a 2m x 1m conferencing screen available to musicians. This is fixed to one wall and this 

can be accessed via HDMI (adapters are available). 

 

There are shared desks which are available for quiet work on the ground floor of The Carnegie 

Library, if required. 

 

 

Shared desk space on the ground floor 
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Main space on the first floor (2m x 1m screen seen here fixed to the wall) 

 

 

A video walk through of the full building is available to view here:  

https://discover.matterport.com/space/rxBz5UhVnev 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://discover.matterport.com/space/rxBz5UhVnev
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Appendix 2:   Payments/Insurance/Freedom of Information/GDPR 

 

Payments: 

Payments to the Musician-in-Residence will be made by Music Network in 2-stages. Certain 

requirements must be met before each payment is made. All details will be clearly outlined in an 

initial meeting between the selected musicians and Music Network. 

 

Insurance:  

The selected musician agrees to keep Fingal Arts Office fully indemnified against all claims 

howsoever arising and howsoever caused in respect of any damage, loss or injury of any kind or 

nature, whether arising directly or indirectly from the provision of the residency. Evidence of 

Public Liability insurance indemnifying the Council with an upper limit of €6.5 million will be 

required.  

If the selected musician engages others to collaborate with during their residency, they must 

also have Employer’s Liability Insurance of €13 million in place which indemnifies Fingal Arts 

Office. It is also their responsibility to ensure that collaborating musicians engaged by them 

have Public Liability cover of €6.5 million which indemnifies both Fingal Arts Office and the 

musicians.  

N.B. proof that appropriate insurance arrangements are in place will be required from the 

selected musician in order to commence their residency. 

 

Freedom of Information:  

The Freedom of Information Act 2014 applies to Fingal Arts Office. This Act gives people the 

right to request information held by public authorities and the right to have personal 

information held about them corrected or updated where the information is incomplete, 

incorrect, or misleading.  



Page 11 of 13 
 

If you feel that any of the information you submit as part of your application is confidential or 

sensitive, you should let Fingal Arts Office know. You must clearly state why you think the 

information is confidential or commercially sensitive, and why it should not be released as part 

of a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2014.  

 

GDPR:   

All information provided for this application will be held in line with this Local Authorities 

Protection Policy and Music Network’s Data Protection Policy and will remain in the sole 

ownership of Fingal Arts Office and Music Network. Information supplied in the application will 

only be used by Fingal Arts Office and Music Network for the purposes of administering and 

managing this particular Award. You may withdraw your consent to the retention of the 

information relating to your application at any point by sending an email to 

operations@musicnetwork.ie.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:operations@musicnetwork.ie
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Appendix 3: Background Information  

 

The Carnegie Library, Swords: 

THE CARNEGIE CONNECTS PEOPLE THROUGH CULTURE 

As a former Carnegie Library, it carries forward a legacy of knowledge, accessibility, and public 

enrichment, reimagined as a vibrant space where artists, audiences, and community groups can 

connect, create, and collaborate. Our unique contribution lies in providing an environment that 

supports artistic innovation at all levels—from emerging practitioners to established 

professionals—while ensuring space is provided for communities to engage with and develop 

their own cultural activities. Through artist residencies, professional development activities, and 

community-driven initiatives, the Carnegie is looking forward to a time when it is rooted and 

embedded within the Swords cultural quarter; playing a pivotal role in shaping a dynamic, 

sustainable, and artistically rich future for the area. 

 

Fingal Arts Office: 

Fingal County Council has long recognised the importance of the arts in helping to develop 

healthy and vibrant communities, in a rapidly changing and increasingly diverse Fingal as guided 

by the Fingal Arts Plan 2019 -2029. We are committed to expanding access to the arts for all, 

nurturing youth creativity and arts education, and enhancing Fingal’s cultural identity through 

placemaking and public art. By providing funding, residencies, and professional development 

opportunities we support artist all stages of their careers, ensuring the arts remain a vital part of 

Fingal’s communities. 

 

Music Network: 

Music Network is Ireland’s national music touring and development organisation, and was 

founded by the Arts Council/An Chomhairle Ealaíon in 1986. Making high quality live music 

accessible to communities throughout Ireland and helping musicians to develop fulfilling 
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careers, Music Network’s vision is that of a culture which increasingly values live music in our 

everyday lives, embracing it as an essential part of a healthy, vibrant society. Music Network 

delivers a broad range of complementary programmes including a National Touring Programme, 

Musician Residencies both here and abroad, Learning & Participation projects, The Music Capital 

Funding Scheme, Commissioning, Training Programmes and other professional development 

supports for musicians. 

 

The Carnegie Musician-in-Residence 2025 Award is supported by Fingal County Council Arts 

Office and managed by Music Network. 

http://fingalarts.ie  

www.musicnetwork.ie 

http://fingalarts.ie/
http://www.musicnetwork.ie/

